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           A Four-Star Chapter

Publisher COL Juan I. Chavez, USA, Ret. ♦  Editor LTC Don Gersh, USA, Ret.
A monthly newsletter for the members of the Cape Fear Chapter

Last event in old O’ Club

National MOAA Director installs officers

MOAA Director of Council and Chapter
Affairs Director COL Barry Wright.

See “Spotlight” for installation story on Page 4
“The job’s not done.”COL (Ret) Juan Chavez, USA

 Taking the oath of office are (L to R) President Juan Chavez; 1st VP Art Rodriguez; 2nd

VP George Blanc; Treasurer Ed Thomas; 3rd VP Bill Dadek and Secretary Don Gersh.
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President’s Report

By COL Juan I. Chavez, USA, Ret.
phone: (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

I want to thank all our members, prospective
members, and guests who attended the
Installation Dinner Meeting on 21 January

2015.  The fact that the event was well attended
is in itself significant.  There is no better way to
convey one’s gratitude for those who volunteer
their time and talents for the overall good of the
chapter than to personally witness and celebrate
their installation as officers and leaders of the
Chapter.  This gesture of recognition and respect
is one of the few rewards they get during the
course of their tenures in office, so thank you for
extending it.

  Of the prospective members in attendance,
one was none other than the XVIII Airborne
Corps Commander, Lieutenant General Joseph
Anderson.   It was an honor to have the Corps
Commander in our midst and I am delighted to
report that General Anderson is now our newest
chapter member.  The addition of another flag
rank officer to our rolls, especially one still on
active duty, will certainly bolster our recruiting
efforts.  I thank the general for his consideration
and support.

Thanks to COL (Ret) Barry White, MOAA’s
Director of Council and Chapter Affairs, for
coming down to do the installation and address
our Chapter.   Barry’s keynote address included a
summary of MOAA’s legislative actions, the
importance of the local chapters’ grassroots effort
in support of MOAA’s legislative goals, and the
continuing need to strengthen our voice to meet

the challenges ahead, the biggest one being the
repeal of sequestration.

There is no question that our military is
facing one of the most challenging times in its
history.  The recent testimony by the services
chiefs to the Senate Armed Services Committee
clearly and alarmingly warned about the
consequences of further defense budget
reductions and sequestration.  Essentially, they
are talking about force structure cuts to pre-
World War II levels despite the increasing
challenges to our national security at home and
abroad.

   For an organization that advocates a strong
national defense, we have our work cut out for
us.  We need to contact our congressional leaders
and insist that they sponsor or support legislation
to repeal sequestration.  Moreover, we need to let
them know that they cannot continue to look for
budget savings by cutting pay and benefits
needed to sustain the all-volunteer force.

The easiest way to do this, is to go to
Legislative Action Center links in the MOAA or
Chapter website, and use the pre-prepared
letters/messages to our elected officials.  We
need to move out on this now.  Take action
today!
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I’m a hypocrite. I admit it. If it weren’t for a
phone call to me from Juan Chavez two
years ago, I wouldn’t be the Chapter

secretary, Infogram editor, or Legislative
Affairs Committee chairman.

As I said in my first editorial, I was a
member of the Cape Fear Chapter for more
than ten years before I attended my first
meeting.

I introduced myself to Arlie Smith who was
the Chapter president, and said that I was
interested in being an active member. He said
that Harry Meinhardt was filling in as the
secretary and that maybe I would be interested
in taking over.

Being the secretary wasn’t what I meant by
being active. Attending a meeting or two is
what I had in mind. I asked about COL Juan
Chavez and was told he wasn’t attending that
luncheon. COL Chavez and I were in US Army
Special Operations Command together. He was
the only person in the Chapter I knew.

I didn’t go to any more meetings that year,
but remembered that the Chapter still needed a
secretary. I’ve gone out of my way as a
volunteer in other organizations not to be the
secretary, just as I avoided being the logistics
officer in my units.

In fact, I stopped reading the newsletter
years before.  I did not know that Juan was

elected president until he called me in late
January saying he needed me to be the
Chapter’s secretary. I immediately accepted.

It’s been a busy two years.  I’ve spent
countless hours just trying to keep up with our
membership roster, notify national MOAA of
gains and losses, tried to recruit new members,
and the myriad other tasks.

Carrying the “equipment” from Juan’s
truck to the meeting location is very physically
taxing.  It would be great to be able to store the
lectern, flags and sound system in our own
meeting hall. (Continued on page 5)

The Infogram is published monthly for
the members of

 Cape Fear Chapter (NC01)
an affiliate of the
Military Officers

Association of America

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President  COL (Ret) Juan Chavez, USA
1�� Vice President COL (Ret) Art Rodriguez, USA
2ⁿ� Vice President COL (Ret) George Blanc, USA

3�� Vice President  LTC (Ret) Bill Dadek, USA
Treasurer LTC (Ret) Ed Thomas, USA.
Secretary LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

Personal Affairs Officer  LTC (Ret) Ralph Hinrichs, USA
Auxiliary Liaison Carol Ivey

Chaplain  Chap (MAJ) Ron Webb, USA

Editorial
By LTC Don Gersh, USA, Ret.
Secretary@cfmoaa.org (910) 624-4597

We need more volunteers if we are to exist
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Spotlight on
   New term, same goals,

      for Board of Trustees
The Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA

installed its officers for the 2015-16
term at the Fort Bragg Club on Jan. 21.

COL (Ret) Juan Chavez, USA, will lead the
300-member chapter as president for a second
two-year term.

 The other elected officers are:
COL (Ret)Art Rodriguez, USA, 1st Vice
President (Membership);
COL (Ret) George Blanc, USA, 2nd Vice
President (Programs);
LTC (Ret) Bill Dadek, USA, 3rd Vice
President (ROTC Scholarships and Awards);
LTC (Ret) Ed Thomas, USA, Treasurer; and
LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA, Secretary.

The Cape Fear Chapter is an affiliate of the
Military Officers Association of America, and
one of 16 chapters in the state.  It is a member
of the North Carolina Council of Chapters.

MOAA is the largest of the military-
related Washington-based associations and is
open to current, former and retired officers
from all the uniform services. MOAA is the
largest member of the Military Coalition.

COL (Ret) Barry Wright, Director of
Council and Chapter Affairs at MOAA,
installed the officers (picture on page 1).  He
met with the board for an hour before the
installation meeting and updated board
members on MOAA’s goals and challenges
for this year.

The Chapter’s special staff members are:
Carol Ivey, Auxiliary Liaison;

Chaplain
(MAJ) Ron
Webb, USA
recently
returned
from
Afghanistan
and has
resumed
his chapter
Chaplain’s
duties;
Joe Vonnegut is the Legal Advisor; and
LTC (Ret) Ralph Hinrichs, USA, is the new
Personal Affairs Officer.  1LT Andrea
Candlish held this position the past two years.

 The keynote speaker was COL Wright
who shared with the more than 85 attendees
the issues MOAA considers most likely to
affect military members, active and retired,
and their families.

 MOAA does not prioritize the issues it
becomes involved in, but must remain flexible
to meet ever changing schedules and programs
in Washington.

  MOAA is the largest and most influential
association of military officers.  It represents
the interests of military officers and their
families at every stage of their careers. MOAA
has more than 380,000 members from every
branch of the service, including active, duty,
retired, National Guard, Reserve, and former
officers and their families and survivors

New Chapter member LTG
Joe Anderson(left) talks with
NCCOC Pres. and CFC
member COL (Ret) Jeri
Graham, USA.
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Membership Update
Recruiting

We started the 2015 recruiting year in a commendable fashion, with eight new members joining
our rolls.  If we can build on this success and recruit at the same rate for the remainder of the year
we should not have any problems achieving our goals.  It is my pleasure to welcome our newest
members:

LTG Joseph Anderson, USA (Commander, XVIII Airborne Corps)
COL Rich DuBreuil, USAR
LtCol (Ret) Dan Dederick, USMCR
LTC (Ret) Reid R. Gantt, USA
MAJ (Ret) Tony A. Brewington, USA
MAJ (Ret) Alexander Hodges, USA
CPT (Ret) David S. Vroom, USA
Dr. Gary T. Jones (formerly a Major in the Army Dental Corps)

We must continue recruiting aggressively in 2015 as we still have some big challenges ahead,
the biggest one being the fight for repeal of sequestration. We need to strengthen our voice more
than ever; every one of us must help. You can contribute to this effort by recruiting ONE new
member in 2015.

To review, the eligibility criteria for membership are: any commissioned or warrant officer –
active duty, retired, former, Reserve or National Guard, in any of the seven uniformed services.

Retention

Our membership renewal campaign for 2015 is still underway – our goal is 100% renewal; we
are at 76% as of the 31st of January.   Please complete your renewal form and return it with your
remittance without further delay.  Those who prefer to renew online and pay by credit card may do
so by going to http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.   If you have any questions
please call Secretary Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545.

(Editorial, continued from page 3)

The bottom line is we need more “active” members.  I’m the youngest member of the elected
board, but we all are retired parachutists.  Arthritis is affecting all of us and we need “active duty”
members who still can lift and carry equipment without suffering for a week following a meeting!

I want to thank George Bond, Dennis Franken and Rusty Bradley for agreeing to serve on
the Legislative Affairs Committee for this next term. We need to have an active committee which
will fulfill the expectations of MOAA and our Chapter members.

Please don’t wait to be asked to serve.  The Chapter is more than 50 years old, and others have
kept it alive and thriving. We owe it to them and to ourselves to make it another 50.
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LTC (Ret) Frank H. DiCristina,
Jr., US Army

Sep 8, 1920 –Jan 28, 2015

It is with deep regret that we announce that
LTC (Ret) Frank H. DiCristina, Jr., one of our
regular members passed away on 28 January
2015.

Frank was a World War II veteran and
commanded an artillery battery in the European
Theater.  His military service, both active and
reserved, spanned a period of over 28 years.

Frank was a very active member of our
chapter for many years before he moved back to
his hometown of Atlanta, Georgia.  Even after he
relocated, Frank remained a loyal member of our
chapter, and an annual contributor to our ROTC
scholarship fund.

Frank was a
man of
extraordinary
character, a
pleasing
personality, and a
true patriot.  We
shall miss his
annual updates and
his photos that he
always included
with his donation to
our ROTC
scholarship fund.
He was loved by
everyone who knew him and we shall miss him
dearly.

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to all
of the DiCristina family during their
bereavement.

Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Ch (MAJ) Ron Webb

email: chaplain@cfmoaa.org phone 910-635-8308

This past month we witnessed a direct
assault on the essential liberties of the
free world when a group of Islamic

extremists, who were angry at a cartoon of the
Prophet Muhammad, attacked the offices of the
publishers of the French Satirical Newspaper
Charlie Hebdo.

The French subsequently rallied and indeed
rallied the world with the phrase “je Suis
Charlie” (I am Charlie).  The statement and
rallying cry did not mean that the bearers of the
Je Suis Charlie signs wanted to draw caricatures

of religious figures.  However, it did mean that
they identified the rights of Charlie Hebdo with
their own.

As Americans and particularly as American
officers sworn to defend the Constitution, we
can also very easily identify with Charlie
Hebdo.  In fact, our Declaration of Indepen-
dence grants that “all men are endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights, that
among these are the right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”  Our Constitution in the

 (Chaplain continued on next page)
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Chapter News
Bi-Monthly General Membership Meeting-Luncheon

The next bi-monthly general membership meeting will be held on the 6th of March at The Mash
House Restaurant and Brewery, located at 4150 Sycamore Dairy Road, Fayetteville, starting at
11:30 AM.

The business part of the meeting will include the annual “State of the Chapter” report by the
Chapter President.  Also on the agenda is the presentation of the coveted Robert F. DeMeter Chapter
Service Award to the 2014 recipient.  This is the most prestigious award the Chapter bestows upon
one of its members.  Come and find out who is our biggest contributor.

Bring a prospective member to the meeting and if he/she joins , we’ll pick up the tab for the
lunch and award a free 2015 membership in the Chapter.  For details and reservations see event flier
on page 9.

NC Council of Chapters State Convention

The biennial statewide convention is scheduled for June 11-14 at the High Hampton Inn and
Country Club in Cashiers in the western part of the state.

The registration deadline was extended to 15 February 2015; contact COL (Ret) Jeri Graham,
USA, with any questions or concerns at (910) 616-3487 or email: jigrahamusa@gmail.com.

Please check www.moaa-nc.org for information and updates.

(Chaplain continued from previous page)

Bill of Rights builds on the basis of our God-
given and inalienable rights and protects by law
our rights to “freedom of religion,” “free
speech,” “free press,” “free assembly,” and “free
petition.”

As an Army Chaplain, and more importantly
as a Minister of God’s Word, I believe that each
one these basic rights and freedoms are most
certainly from God.  Without each of them we
do not have freedom at all.

The French therefore, were right to rally and
identify with their satirists.  It was an attack on
everyone’s freedom and with “one powerful
voice” exercising God-given and constitutional
rights we can oppose this hate and assert what
our forefathers pledged their “sacred honor” to
defend.

Pro Deo Et Patria
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CFC’s last O’Club event
Photos by Art Rodriguez and Don Gersh

January 21, 2015  Installation
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER,MOAA

General Membership Meeting/Luncheon
1130 hours, Friday, March 6, 2015

The Mash House Restaurant & Brewery
 4150 Sycamore Dairy Rd., Fayetteville, NC

Cost: $20.00 Per Person (Tax & Gratuity Included)

Dress:  Casual

Menu
Beef Tenderloin (w/mushroom gravy), Grilled Salmon, and Pasta Primavera
(w/roasted vegetables), Sides:  Rice Pilaf, Roasted Vegetables, and Salad

Station w/Fresh Baked Focaccia Bread & Butter

Desserts: Mini Cheesecake or Butterscotch Brownie (w/Coffee Ice Cream)

Drinks: Pepsi Products, Iced Sweet or Unsweetened Tea, and Coffee

 (No Host Bar opens at 1130 hours)

RSVP NLT March 2, 2015

Send reservations and check (payable to “CFC MOAA”) to:
George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28311

NAME___________________________________________________

NAME OF GUEST(S)____________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS ________x $20=$_________
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MOAA Legislative Update

We seem to have a new voice on the
congressional scene.  He is an Army
Reserve physician, BG Joe Heck,

who is now serving in Congress.

He is seeking ways to make budget cuts
more acceptable while acknowledging that will
be no quick fixes.  He is suggesting ways to
make the Department of Defense more efficient
such as combining Army, Naval and Air Force
Medical Commands just as they have with
some of the exchange services.

Heck says he wants to see these tough
actions taken before considering more
proposals to cap annual pay raises or boost
patient out-of-pocket costs under Tricare. his
would be of tremendous benefit to our
members and all retirees.

President silent on
sequestration

President Obama did not directly address
sequestration in his January 20 State of the
Union address, but his February 2 budget
proposal is expected to include a fix. The
administration’s FY 2016 budget proposal will
be unveiled in less than two weeks.

What’s unclear is how the President might
pay for budget relief. It could be through a
combination of alternative spending cuts,
closing corporate tax loopholes, and increasing
the capital gains tax – all proposals laid out in
his annual address.

Such a plan may collide with a fiscally-
wary Republican-controlled Congress, but it
could serve as an important starting point for
negotiations. Outgoing Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel added urgency to repealing
sequestration: “The progress we have made
will quickly evaporate if sequestration returns

in 2016. We need long-term budget
predictability and we need the flexibility to
prioritize and make the difficult decisions…we
will not be able, this institution, to fulfill the
commitments of the president’s defense
strategies with the kind of continued abrupt,
steep, large cuts that sequestration will
demand.”

Legislators on both sides of the aisle agree
that sequestration’s across-the-board cuts must
be avoided. Congress succeeded in passing a
bipartisan proposal to temporarily avoid
sequestration in FY 2014 and 2015. Agreement
on a way to fund a new fix remains elusive.

Rep. David Rouzer
(R-NC 7th District)

1st term Republican from North Carolina 7th
District.

Residence: McGee's Crossroads

Marital Status: Single

Prev. Occupation: Marketing consulting
company owner, congressional aide, university
administrator

Prev. Political Exp.: NC Senate, 2009-13;
US House, 2015

Education: BA/BS North Carolina State
University, 1994

Birthdate: 02/16/1972

Birthplace: Landstuhl, Germany

Religion: Southern Baptist

Percentage in Last Election: 59%

Major Opponent: Jonathan Barfield, Jr. (D)
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PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA

Initial Enrollment _____ or Annual Renewal _____ Date: _____________________

Category:    Regular Member _____ ($20) Auxiliary Member _____ ($10)

NAME: __________________________________________________________________

SPOUSE’S NAME: ________________________________________________________

RANK: _____ SERVICE: ________ Active Duty ____ Retired ____ Former Officer ____

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE & ZIP: ______________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________________________________

NATIONAL MOAA MEMBER?    Yes _____, Membership # _____________; No _____

Are you a National MOAA Life Member:    Yes_____     No ______

I would like to receive my Infogram by: Regular Mail _____  or E-mail _____

Signature ______________________________________________

“I’d like to donate $______ to the Cape Fear Chapter ROTC Scholarship Fund.”

               MAIL TO: CFC MOAA, PO BOX 53621, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305

  Your Ad
Here

   Contact:
      Don Gersh at
      (910) 624-4597
      for rates
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

“We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career.”

Calendar of Events:
  3 Feb - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: Fort Bragg
          Club, 1100 hours
16 Feb - Presidents’ Day
  3 Mar - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: Fort Bragg
     Convention Center, 1100 hours
  6 Mar - CFC General Membership Luncheon Meeting, Location:
     The Mash House, 1130 hours
  7 Apr - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: Fort Bragg
    Convention Center, 1100 hours
  5 May - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: Fort Bragg
     Convention Center, 1100 hours
16 May - Armed Forces Day
25 May - Memorial Day


